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TACS CELEBRATES THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY
TACS (the Society) was formally established thirteen months ago when it held the first     membership meeting on August 4, 2004 to adopted the by-laws and elected the officers.  The birth of the Society realized the long desire of Taiwanese Community in the Capital District in New York to carry out charitable, cultural and educational activities with financial resources made possible under the tax-exempt organization status.  Its programs will further promote and sustain the Taiwanese American identity.  TACS is closely affiliated with the Taiwanese American Association of the Capital District.  The two organizations complement each other in sponsoring joint activities when appropriate but maintain separated and independent governing boards. 
TAX-EXEMPT ORGANINATION STATUS     
We thank eight individuals ( Chang-Hwei Chen, Chungchin Chen, William Chen, Yan T. Chung, Jenwen Hsu, Shyh-Chin Huang, William Lee and Chin-Shu Liu) for signing on the petition for the Certificate of Incorporation with the New York State Department State on May 24, 2004.   Our application for Recognition of Exemption under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code was filed on January 28. 2005 and approved by the IRS on March 1, 2005.  
An Exempt Organization Certificate was subsequently issued to TACS by the New York State Department of Taxation and Finance on April 12, 2005.  Thus, TACS is exempted from both Federal income tax and State sales tax for its activities.
We take this opportunity to thank Mr. David Watson, legal counsel at the Council of Community Service of New York State for his assistance.

MEMBERSHIP

As of the end of 2004, thirty-five families representing 69 individuals joined TACS as members.  They are honored as the “Founding Members” for their enthusiastic support and initial financial contributions to jump-start the operations of TACS.  Two additional individual joined TACS in 2005.  To strengthen the organization, it is outmost important that we make efforts to retain existing members and to recruit new ones in the coming years. 
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees appointed Dr. Cinnia Huang to fill a vacant Trustee seat in December 2004.  We thank Cinnia for stepping forward to serve our community.  The 9-member Board of Trustees has met quarterly since September 2004.  Each Trustee member was assigned to server on different committees according to the By-Laws. 

PROGRAM AND ACTIVITY HIGHLIGHTS 

1.
2004 Festival of Nations--This popular festival of many ethnic groups in the Capital District was held  October 31, 2004 at the Empire State Plaza in Albany.  More than 5,000 people from across the Capital District attended the event.  The purpose of the  Festival is to promote the mutual-understanding and respect of different ethnic cultures, traditions and values.  TACS and TAA jointly represented the Taiwanese American community to participate in the event.  In addition to the exhibition of Taiwanese arts and crafts, TACS operated a food stand of traditional Taiwanese dishes. 
2. 
“Enchanting Taiwan” Photo Exhibition--TACS sponsored an “Enchanting 
Taiwan” photo exhibition and reception in January 2005 at the Town of Guilderland Public Library.  The month-long exhibition displayed a collection of over 50 large artistic photos by top Taiwanese photographers.  They showed the island’s natural beauty and cultural diversity.

3.
Dr. Fu-Tong Hsu Presented the First Lecture of Taiwanese Culture Forum--

TACS sponsored a lecture of Taiwanese culture featured the presentation by Dr. Fu-Tong Hsu on January 8, 2005 at the Town of Guilderland Public Library.  Dr. Hsu, a scholar of international trade and business management, is the Chairman of Vision Youth Action in Taiwan.  He was appointed by President Clinton as a member of President’s Advisory Committee on Trade Policy and Negotiation.  His topic was “Taiwanese Cultural Identity--The Path to Dignity.” 
4.
South Asian Tsunami Relief Fund-- On December 26 of 2004, a huge tsunami
devastated the west coast of Sumatra in South Asia and killed more than 225,000 people.  TACS and TAA established a tsunami disaster relief fund to collected donations from members of the Taiwanese American community in the Capital District during the months of January-February 2005.  Thirteen families donated a total $1,100 which was presented to the American Red Cross to support various relief programs.
5.
Taiwanese American Heritage Week Celebration-- TACS and TAA cosponsored the 2005 Taiwanese American Heritage Week Celebration during the third week of May.  The highlight of this year’s celebration was the performance by the world-renowned “I Wan Jan Puppet Theater” from Taipei on May 20th at Siena College.  The event received well pre-show news coverage published by the Times Union.  More than 200 people attended the performance
6.
Art Appreciation Night and Reception-- TACS sponsored an Art Appreciation
Night and Reception on August 29, 2005 at the local residential studio of Li-Yun (Leigh) 
Cheng, a very talented Taiwanese American artist.  Her works were exhibited nationally and internationally.  As one of the Embassy Artists of the U.S. Department of State, her works were being displayed in the U.S. embassies around the world.
7.
Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief Fund-- The most recent flood disaster in New Orleans Region on the Gulf Coast caused by Hurricane Katrina was so horrible and devastating.  The damage to human lives and properties from this natural catastrophe is unparallel in the U. S. history.  Organized by TACS and TAA, the Taiwanese American community of the Capital District has joined the national relief efforts with the establishment of a Katrina Disaster Relief Fund.  It will present the donations from the Taiwanese American community to the Red Cross or other disaster relief organizations in early November.
8.
Youth Scholarship Program-- During the spring of 2005, the Board of Trustees established a Youth Scholarship Program to fulfill one of the core missions of TACS.  Scholarship awards will be given to outstanding students to pursue studies in arts, culture, ethnic values, heritage, history, and language of Taiwan.  It has been decided that the Scholarship Program will award up to 6 students in an amount up to $500 each within the year 2005.  Applicants must meet certain requirements and their applications are carefully reviewed by a special committee appointed by the Board of Trustees.  We extend our congratulations to two youths who received the scholarship awards during the first half of 2005:

Jeanne Lee, 17, was a student of Bethleham Central High School in Delmar.  She attended the Formosa Study Tour, a 4-week summer program in Taiwan.  Jeanne is now a freshman at Cornell University.
Christine Liao, 11, is a student of Gowana Middle School in Clifton Park.  She attended the New England Chinese Youth Summer Camp in Weston, Massachusetts.
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